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Rubrics:

Criteria
1 � Needs
Improvement

2 �
Approaching

Standard

3 � Meets
Standard

4 � Exceeds
Standard

Problem

Identification

Struggles to
identify the
unknown(s) in
the word
problem and/or
chooses

inappropriate

variables.

Identifies some
of the
unknowns in
the word
problem but
may not
represent them
with clear and
appropriate

variables.

Correctly

identifies the
unknown(s) in the
word problem and
represents them
with appropriate
variables.

Clearly identifies
all unknowns,
chooses

effective

variables, and
might even
explain their
reasoning.

Equation

Formulation

Has significant
difficulty

translating the
word problem
into an algebraic
equation; the
equation does
not accurately
represent the
problem.

Attempts to
form an
equation, but it
may contain
errors or
omissions; the
translation

from words to
math is not
completely

accurate.

Successfully

translates the
word problem into
a correct linear
equation,

demonstrating a
clear

understanding of
how to represent
the relationships
mathematically.

Formulates the
equation

accurately and
efficiently,

perhaps even
recognizing and
using the most
efficient

algebraic

representation.
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Criteria
1 � Needs
Improvement

2 �
Approaching

Standard

3 � Meets
Standard

4 � Exceeds
Standard

Solving

Process &
Accuracy

Shows limited or
no

understanding of
how to solve the
formed equation;
applies

inappropriate

operations or
does not follow a
logical process.

Attempts to
solve the
equation but
makes errors in
applying

algebraic rules
or inverse
operations,

leading to an
incorrect

solution.

Solves the linear
equation

accurately,

demonstrating an
understanding of
inverse operations
and algebraic
manipulation.

Shows a clear and
organized

process.

Solves the
equation

accurately using
efficient

strategies,

verifies the
solution, and may
even present
alternative

solution

methods.

Guidance for Using the Rubric:
Clarity and Specificity: Provide students with clear examples of what each performance
level looks like. Use student work samples or anchor charts to illustrate the differences
between a "2 � Approaching Standard" and a "3 � Meets Standard" response.

Gradual Progression: Remember that students are at different points in their learning
journey. Use the rubric to track progress over time and celebrate small wins.

Beyond the Solution: Encourage students to go beyond simply finding the answer. Ask
them to explain their reasoning, check their work, or even find a different way to solve the
problem.

Real-World Connections: Help students see the relevance of solving linear equations in
real-life situations. Provide examples of how this skill is used in various careers and
everyday scenarios.
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